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The Henry Telaneus Farm - Established in 1903.  This property lies south of the present 

Chillicothe Correctional Center.  Henry Telaneus’ parents owned a dairy business in St. Louis 

before they moved to Chillicothe in 1887.  For 16 years, they rented the southeast corner of the 

property that later became Henry Telaneus’ farm.  Seventy cows were milked daily in the dairy 

barn that Henry designed.  Milk was delivered by a team of horses.  The dairy also supplied 

Brownfield & Berg Candy & Ice Cream Factory located on the east side of the railroad tracks 

southeast of Central School. 

 

One of Henry’s grand-daughters who is here this evening shared that Henry was uneducated but 

was a creative thinker.  He not only designed the dairy barn but accomplished pumping water a 

quarter mile to their house and barn that was uphill from the water supply.  He designed a two-

story granary to store feed on the top floor and had a gas-powered elevator in it to shift the grain 

to the grinding mill. He was the first person west of the Mississippi to have a gas-powered 

motor of this type.  Mr. Telaneus had Delco and Phillips generators to supply electricity in his 

home and milk shed before electricity was common in the Chillicothe area.  His rural business 

was also the first to have a private-line telephone which he paid for.  

 

Henry was innovative and when he learned of Orville and Wilbur Wright’s invention of 

airplanes, he provided an air field on his property.  Private planes landed on his air field and 

locals would pay for plane rides.  When airplanes were not utilizing this landing strip, it was 

used for baseball games.  Henry fashioned a ball diamond for his “Telaneus Dairy” ball team 

and games were played on Sundays.   

 

Lorna Telaneus-Miller said her Grandfather Henry employed several men and crews of six to 

eight lived on his property.  He owned the first thrashing machine in Livingston County and 

hired a man to be in charge of it.  She also noted that her grandmother was an excellent cook 

and men liked to come work on their farm due to the good food. 

 

In order to keep milk cool, ice was needed.  Henry was the first in the Chillicothe area who 

hired a company to harvest ice from the Grand River and it was brought by wagons to his farm 

to be stored. 

 

After 56 years on this farm, Henry and his family moved inside Chillicothe city limits.  On June 

29, 1969, he sold the farm to his grand-daughter, Margaret, and her husband John Ensor.   


